An open letter to the College of Bishops and the General Church Board of the LCANZ

Date: 16 January 2023

Dear Bishop Paul Smith, Assistant Bishop Neville Otto, Bishop David Altus, Bishop Lester
Priebbenow, Bishop Mark Vainikka, Bishop Mark Whitfield, Bishop Mike Fulwood, Bishop
Robert Bartholomaeus, and members of the General Church Board: Pastor Tim Stringer, Kim
Baumeler, Paul Argyle, Charmaine Harch, Tim Wiebusch, Mel Zerner and Peter Zweck,

Christ’s grace and peace be with you.

Our LCANZ General Convention of Synod is fast approaching. With that comes a sense of
hope and optimism for much needed healing to occur in our Church. The majority of the
LCANZ continue to be hopeful for the implementation of the ordination of both women and
men. This will enable us as a whole Church to move forward into rejuvenation and regrowth
as the whole body of Christ. At the same time there is no doubt that fear of change,
mistrust, anxiety and uncertainty are also present in the leadup to Synod. We pray for faith,
hope and love amidst the challenges and messiness as we come together with our
imperfections on the floor of Synod.

The purpose of this letter is to identify three areas in relation to women’s ordination for
your consideration, discussion, and response.

1. There has been much discussion in relation to hearing from women who are called
to the ordained ministry and giving them a time slot designated for sharing their
voice from the floor of Synod. The signatories of this letter implore the GCB and CoB
to allocate intentional time for two or three women who are called to the ordained
ministry to share their story of call with the Church.

From our knowledge and experience, throughout this debate over many decades,
no woman has ever been asked or allowed to share her story in relation to being
called to the ordained ministry. It is time for delegates voting on the ordination of
women to hear the voices of these women in an especially allocated time slot.

2. While public discussion is always fraught with risk, collectively we can work on
intentionally providing an environment of mutual respect, non-judgementalism,
encouragement and Christian love; while at the same time discouraging conduct and
behaviour that deliberately derails, undermines and deflects attention away from
the focus of discussion. While we can all model healthy and safe behaviour
personally, GCB and CoB have an even more crucial role in both modelling and
holding people accountable for their behaviour on the floor of Synod. Thank you for
leading strongly in this area during the recent town hall sessions and in the
communication to delegates. We encourage you to actively continue to foster
healthy, respectful engagement on the Synod floor in February 2023.



3. There seems to be a lack of clarity as to how the absentee votes and abstentions are
counted on the floor of Synod. Are these votes automatically counted as ‘no’ votes
on any voting matter? And if so, on what basis does this occur? Understanding this
process is crucial for all delegates and for respectful and good order during the
Synod. Furthermore, if the voting result is close, please clarify the procedure for
when and how a decision for a recount would be made.

In thinking about responding to these three points, perhaps the GCB and CoB could:

e Provide a designated timeslot for women in the Synod agenda to present their call to
ordained ministry for consideration by the delegates;

e actively nurture Christian unity as a way of reducing divisive behaviour during Synod,
and working more closely together, in an environment of shared learning and shared
responsibility, where differences of opinion are accepted and even encouraged; and

e be transparent in explaining the details of the voting system, thus reducing
ambiguity and fostering clarity.

In conclusion, we long for the ordination of both women and men in the LCANZ to be
implemented at Synod in February so that continued debate that leaves us divided can
finally cease. Our already divided and dwindling Church can receive healing as we all step
out together with the Gospel of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit in the manifold ways
each woman and man has been called, gifted, and equipped to serve God through our
Church. Instead of holding our women back, we look forward to welcoming many more
labourers in the harvest field to share the faith, hope and love of Jesus with the world.

Thank you for taking the time to hear and consider our voices. It would be very helpful if you
could address our questions either in a direct response or publicly. We will publish this open
letter on Streams in the Desert (https://www.streamsinthedesert.com.au) and Women at
the Well (https://www.watw.com.au) and would like to publish your response on these
platforms with your permission.

Lastly, we would like to advise that excerpts from our previous open letters to you have
been published as part of the recent book ‘Unless they are sent — affirming the ordination of
women and men in the LCANZ’ (edited by Tanya Wittwer). Most Synod delegates have
already received a copy in the mail and the book will be available on the Australian Christian
Resources (ACR) table during Synod. It is also available on
https://mediacomeducation.org.au/shop/unless-they-are-sent/

In God’s grace and peace
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