An open letter to the College of Bishops and the General Church Board of the LCANZ

Date: 30 May 2024

Dear Bishop Paul Smith, Assistant Bishop Neville Otto, Bishop Andrew Brook, Bishop Lester
Priebbenow, Bishop Mark Vainikka, Bishop Peter Hage, Bishop Richard Schwedes;

and members of the General Church Board Kim Baumeler, Paul Argyle, Charmaine Harch,
Tim Wiebusch, Mel Zerner, Peter Zweck and Pastor Ben Hentschke,

Christ’s grace and peace be with you.

It has been very encouraging to see you work together so intensely since the 2023
Melbourne General Synod, steering The Way Forward project and the collective work of the
many people involved in its eight working groups. Thank you for also considering
contributions from many other people of the LCANZ to the framework. We look forward to
the finalised Way Forward Proposal coming to the Convention of General Synod in October
this year.

Thank you for fostering, encouraging and nurturing pastoral care along the way and into the
future, and for actively implementing a safer church culture where all opinions can be
expressed and valued. Thank you for endorsing the ‘Guidelines for respectful debate at
General Synod on the issue of ordination’’.

As strong supporters of the ordination of women in our LCANZ, we value the respect and
dignity with which our perspectives have been heard. This is a continual learning process for
us too and as we advocate for a safe and respectful church culture for all people, we strive
for all areas of the LCANZ to be safe for all people.

The purpose of this letter is to highlight:

=>» The progression of the role of women in the LCANZ since 1966, and its effects on
church life and culture; and

=>» The link between domestic and family violence (DFV) and the role of women in the
LCANZ

A range of our Doctrinal Statements and Theological Opinions (DSTOs) demonstrate the
development of the understanding of the role of women in our LCANZ through the years.
The same Scripture passages that are used in Theses of Agreement VI:11 (1 Cor 14:34,35
and 1 Tim 2:11-14) to prohibit women from serving in the office of the public ministry have
historically been used to prohibit women from voting in congregational meetings, to
prohibit women from serving on boards and committees of the church, and to prohibit
women from serving as synod delegates. The interpretations of these Scripture passages

L https://www.lca.org.au/wayforward/principles-engagement/



have been revised in the following DSTOs? and the application of these passages has now
shifted to only being applied to the office of the public ministry.

e ‘Statement on rights of women to vote at meetings of the congregations’ 1966
e ‘The service of women on boards and committees of the church’ 1978
e ‘The role of women in the church’ 1978

There is no doubt that these changes in the role of women have resulted in a safer church
culture for all women and men alike. We can see this by how many women have been able
to serve in a multitude of ways such as chairpersons of congregations, chairpersons and
members on boards, councils, commissions and committees at churchwide, district and local
level; and as lay readers. Many women continue to serve the church in this way. Having the
voices of both men and women represented in various parts of the LCANZ has enriched the
culture of our church as a whole and has brought us to where we are today.

It seems incongruous that the application of the same two Scripture passages (1 Cor
14:34,35 and 1 Tim 2:11-14) has shifted its supposed meaning so much over time, and is
now being applied only to women in the office of the public ministry.

We wonder how much safer our LCANZ would be if we could fully practise what the LCANZ
teaches, namely that all women and men are equally (Galatians 3:28) made in the image of
God (Genesis 1:27) and that they are a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Former LCANZ Bishop John Henderson affirmed in his communication? to the LCANZ after
the 2018 General Convention of Synod:

“What we do teach is that in Christ there is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) in which all
are equal in him (Galatians 3:28). We teach that God has given us the ministry so that we
can hear the gospel and receive the sacraments. The Holy Spirit uses these means to work to
[sic] faith in those who hear the gospel. ‘And the gospel teaches that we have a gracious
God, not by our own merits but by the merit of Christ, when we believe this’ (Augsburg
Confession Article V. The Ministry)”

He also wrote in the same communiqué:

“Some of us who hold passionately to a male-only pastorate now believe that the LCA needs
to learn how to think rightly. They are tempted to include things the LCA does not teach,
such as male headship and subordination based on orders of creation. Some of us have
personal views on these matters, but pastors and teachers must not burden consciences by
giving the impression that our church teaches them.”

Just as Bishop Henderson observed in 2018, still today some pastors and laypeople of the
LCANZ embrace and actively teach ‘complementarianism’4, a teaching which is promoted by

2 https://www.lca.org.au/commissions/cticr/ Volume 1.F
3 Heartland eNews — post-Convention message to the church, 14 November 2018
4 https://files.Icms.org/file/preview/ctcr-report-the-order-of-creation-2022
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only a few Lutheran Churches worldwide, prominently by the Lutheran Church — Missouri
Synod in the USA.

Complementarianism and the accompanying theology of male headship and the
subordination of women based on orders of creation is not only something the LCANZ does
not teach, it also has a real and detrimental effect on our church culture. This can have a
serious flow-on effect in all areas of life. There is a proven® impact of domestic and family
violence on the safety of women in society, which includes the church.

The increase in media attention and the serious impact of domestic and family violence
(DFV) in 2024 has affected the whole Australian society. There is no doubt that DFV is
gendered® and it is this situation that the LCANZ can actively address and respond to. Thank
you, the LCANZ leaders on CoB and GCB, for actively addressing the role of women in the
church through commissioning the recent research ‘Religion and Domestic Violence:
exploring men’s perpetration’. This project was a collaboration of Flinders University, Social
Work Innovation Research Living Space (SWIRLS), the University of Divinity and the Lutheran
Church of Australia. In this’” and other reports®, we read that DFV is present in all parts of
our community, and DFV statistics in churches are even higher.

What can the LCANZ do to safeguard a healthy church culture that reduces the risk of DFV?

e While most men within the LCANZ do behave respectfully, the LCANZ must
encourage all men to act on their responsibility as bystanders to call out and name
negative behaviour towards women whenever it occurs.

e Provide more and more opportunities where roles, responsibilities and decision-
making is shared between men and women.

e Provide more and more opportunities for respectful conversations.

e Discourage and call out angry, judgmental behaviour in all communities, especially
church communities.

e Discourage the practice of power-over and authoritarian behaviour.

e Discourage the teaching of complementarianism.

e Promote equality of opportunity in all its forms — true equality cannot have
conditions or be bound by exceptions. For example, when meetings are held with a
majority of (or exclusively with) male participants, that an environment is fostered
where participating men feel safe to call out inappropriate, aggressive, judgemental,
coercive and exclusive behaviour.

e Foster opportunities to reflect together how this behaviour can make women feel.

How can the LCANZ make this happen?

e Continue and encourage the work of the Domestic Violence (DV) Taskforce.

5 The link between gender inequality and violence against women - Our Watch

6 Quick facts | Our Watch | Preventing violence against women - Our Watch

7 Religion and Domestic Violence Report - Lutheran Church of Australia (Ica.org.au)
8 NAFVP-Top-Line-Results-Report-NCLS-Research.pdf (anglican.org.au)
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e Promote and provide mandatory DV Training annually for all pastors and layworkers.

e Provide bystander training and encourage men to actively call out disrespectful and
aggressive behaviour in all its forms, and especially against women.

e Provide continued opportunities for learning and reflection in relation to the role
and health and safety for all people within the church, especially women.

e Provide regular reflection opportunities for pastors, such as group supervision and
mandatory professional supervision.

e Include in all church agendas a reflection on what a safe, respectful and healthy
church culture looks like, feels like, and is; and how each group of people can take
responsibility for this.

By continuing to intentionally respond to these initiatives, we can imagine an LCANZ that
will be a healthy, vibrant and growing community where all members are treated with
respect and dignity, where equality is not conditional (stating ‘we are all created equal, but’
is contradictory), where differences are embraced and inappropriate behaviour is addressed
through love and restoration. Together we can be a church community that models and
lives out the transformative power of the gospel through the saving grace of Jesus.

We call on you to be courageous, particularly the male pastors and bishops among you,
and to boldly use your voice to support women and the voice of women, especially in
places where currently no women’s voices can be heard such as District and General
Pastors Conferences.

Thank you for taking the time to hear and consider our voices. We will publish this open
letter on the public pages of Streams in the Desert
(https://www.streamsinthedesert.com.au) and Women at the Well
(https://www.watw.com.au) and would like to publish your response on these platforms
with your permission.

All signatories are current members of the LCANZ.

In God’s grace and peace

1. Maria Rudolph 14. Robert Voigt 26. Marg

2. Libby Jewson 15.  Jeff Silcock Simpfendorfer
3. Cathryn Hamilton 16. Dean Zweck 27. Jo Freckelton

4, Liz Winderlich 17.  Vic Pfitzner 28. David Freckelton
5. Margaret Modra 18. Shelley Koch 29. Monica Christian
6. John Zeppel 19. Stephen Haar 30. Ivan Christian

7. Kathy Matuschka 20. Maurice Schild 31. Deborah Myers
8. Sue Westhorp 21. Peter Lockwood 32. lan Graue

9. Helen Lockwood 22. Louis A Moss 33. Greg Bensted
10. Joy Christian 23. Jordan Moore 34, Peter Bean

11.  David Christian 24. Dania Ahern 35.  Anna Watson
12. Geoff Burger 25.  Brian Ahern 36. Jennie Jones

13. Steen Olsen 37. JamesJones
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